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2022 Cycle Impairment Changes 
 

Waterbody AU_ID 

2018/20 

AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

Black Brook MA97-46 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Black Point Pond MA97-33 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Caleb Pond MA97-39 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Cape Poge Bay MA97-08 2 5 Estuarine Bioassessments   Added 

Chilmark Pond MA97-05 5 4a Enterococcus R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Chilmark Pond MA97-05 5 4a Estuarine Bioassessments R1_MA_2020_3 Changed 

Chilmark Pond MA97-05 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Chilmark Pond MA97-05 5 4a Nitrogen, Total R1_MA_2020_3 Changed 

Chilmark Pond MA97-05 5 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

R1_MA_2020_3 Changed 

Coskata Pond MA97-03 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Cuttyhunk Pond MA97-21 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Edgartown Great 

Pond 

MA97-17 4a 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 64380 Unchanged 

Edgartown Great 

Pond 

MA97-17 4a 4a Nitrogen, Total 64380 Unchanged 

Edgartown Great 

Pond 

MA97-17 4a 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

64380 Unchanged 

Edgartown Harbor MA97-15 5 5 Estuarine Bioassessments   Added 

Edgartown Harbor MA97-15 5 5 Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Farm Pond MA97-30 4a 5 Dissolved Oxygen 64662 Unchanged 

Farm Pond MA97-30 4a 5 Estuarine Bioassessments 64662 Unchanged 

Farm Pond MA97-30 4a 5 Fecal Coliform   Added 

Farm Pond MA97-30 4a 5 Nitrogen, Total 64662 Unchanged 

Farm Pond MA97-30 4a 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

64662 Unchanged 

Gibbs Pond MA97028 4a 4a Mercury in Fish Tissue 33880 Unchanged 

Great Point Pond MA97-04 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Head of Hummock 

Pond 

MA97035 5 5 Harmful Algal Blooms   Unchanged 

Hither Creek MA97-28 4a 4a Dissolved Oxygen 64480 Unchanged 

Hither Creek MA97-28 4a 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 64480 Unchanged 

Hither Creek MA97-28 4a 4a Nitrogen, Total 64480 Unchanged 

Hither Creek MA97-28 4a 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

64480 Unchanged 

James Pond MA97-38 -- 5 Chlorophyll-a   Added 

James Pond MA97-38 -- 5 Dissolved Oxygen   Added 

Katama Bay MA97-16 5 5 Fecal Coliform   Unchanged 

Lagoon Pond MA97-11 4a 5 Dissolved Oxygen 64584, 64583 Unchanged 

Lagoon Pond MA97-11 4a 5 Estuarine Bioassessments 64584, 64583 Unchanged 

Lagoon Pond MA97-11 4a 5 Fecal Coliform   Added 

Lagoon Pond MA97-11 4a 5 Nitrogen, Total 64584, 64583 Unchanged 

Lagoon Pond MA97-11 4a 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

64584, 64583 Unchanged 

Lake Tashmoo MA97-12 5 5 Dissolved Oxygen 68396 Changed 

Lake Tashmoo MA97-12 5 5 Estuarine Bioassessments 68396 Changed 

Lake Tashmoo MA97-12 5 5 Fecal Coliform   Added 



2022ILApp16_Islands_DRAFT221104.docx 

 6 

Waterbody AU_ID 

2018/20 

AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

Lake Tashmoo MA97-12 5 5 Nitrogen, Total 68396 Changed 

Lake Tashmoo MA97-12 5 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

68396 Changed 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Dissolved Oxygen 64482 Unchanged 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Dissolved Oxygen 

Supersaturation 

64482 Unchanged 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Estuarine Bioassessments 64482 Unchanged 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Fecal Coliform   Unchanged 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Nitrogen, Total 64482 Unchanged 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

64482 Unchanged 

Long Pond MA97-29 5 5 Transparency / Clarity 64482 Unchanged 

Madaket Harbor MA97-27 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Mattakeset Bay MA97-14 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Menemsha Creek MA97-42 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Menemsha Pond MA97-06 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Miacomet Pond MA97055 4a 5 Harmful Algal Blooms   Added 

Miacomet Pond MA97055 4a 5 Mercury in Fish Tissue 33880 Unchanged 

Mill Brook MA97-22 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Mill Brook MA97-24 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Nantucket Harbor MA97-01 5 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 36011 Unchanged 

Nantucket Harbor MA97-01 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Nantucket Harbor MA97-01 5 4a Nitrogen, Total 36011 Unchanged 

Nashaquitsa Pond MA97-41 -- 5 Estuarine Bioassessments   Added 

Nashaquitsa Pond MA97-41 -- 5 Fecal Coliform   Added 

Nashaquitsa Pond MA97-41 -- 5 Nitrogen, Total   Added 

Nashaquitsa Pond MA97-41 -- 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

  Added 

North Head Long 

Pond 

MA97-34 4a 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

64481 Unchanged 

Oak Bluffs Harbor MA97-07 5 4a (Other Anthropogenic 

substrate Alterations*) 

  Unchanged 

Oak Bluffs Harbor MA97-07 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Oyster Pond MA97-13 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Paint Mill Brook MA97-23 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Pocha Pond MA97-40 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Polpis Harbor MA97-26 5 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 36012 Unchanged 

Polpis Harbor MA97-26 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Polpis Harbor MA97-26 5 4a Nitrogen, Total 36012 Unchanged 

Roaring Brook MA97-37 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Sengekontacket 

Pond 

MA97-10 5 4a Dissolved Oxygen 65320 Unchanged 

Sengekontacket 

Pond 

MA97-10 5 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 65320 Unchanged 

Sengekontacket 

Pond 

MA97-10 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Sengekontacket 

Pond 

MA97-10 5 4a Nitrogen, Total 65320 Unchanged 

Sengekontacket 

Pond 

MA97-10 5 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

65320 Unchanged 
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Waterbody AU_ID 

2018/20 

AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

Sesachacha Pond MA97-02 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Seths Pond MA97085 5 5 Algae   Unchanged 

Seths Pond MA97085 5 5 Transparency / Clarity   Unchanged 

Squibnocket Pond MA97-43 -- 5 Dissolved Oxygen   Added 

Squibnocket Pond MA97-43 -- 5 Nitrogen, Total   Added 

Squibnocket Pond MA97-43 -- 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

  Added 

Sunset Lake MA97-31 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Tiasquam River MA97-25 2 4c (Fish Passage Barrier*)   Added 

Tiasquam River MA97-35 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Tisbury Great 

Pond 

MA97-18 5 4a Dissolved Oxygen R1_MA_2019_02 Changed 

Tisbury Great 

Pond 

MA97-18 5 4a Estuarine Bioassessments R1_MA_2019_02 Changed 

Tisbury Great 

Pond 

MA97-18 5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Tisbury Great 

Pond 

MA97-18 5 4a Nitrogen, Total R1_MA_2019_02 Changed 

Tisbury Great 

Pond 

MA97-18 5 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

R1_MA_2019_02 Changed 

Tom Nevers Pond MA97097 4a 4a Mercury in Fish Tissue 33880 Unchanged 

Trapps Pond MA97-32 4a 4a Dissolved Oxygen 65321 Unchanged 

Trapps Pond MA97-32 4a 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 65321 Unchanged 

Trapps Pond MA97-32 4a 4a Nitrogen, Total 65321 Unchanged 

Trapps Pond MA97-32 4a 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication 

Biological Indicators 

65321 Unchanged 

Unnamed 

Tributary 

MA97-44 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Unnamed 

Tributary 

MA97-45 -- 3 None   Unchanged 

Vineyard Haven 

Harbor 

MA97-09 5 5 Estuarine Bioassessments   Unchanged 

Vineyard Haven 

Harbor 

MA97-09 5 5 Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

Westend Pond MA97-20 -- 2 None   Unchanged 

Witch Brook MA97-36 2 5 Temperature   Added 
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Black Brook (MA97-46) 
 

Location: Headwaters east of State Road, Aquinnah to mouth at inlet Squibnocket Pond, Aquinnah. 

AU Type: RIVER 

AU Size: 1.4 MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: B 

 
 

No usable data were available for Black Brook (MA97-46) for the 2022 Integrated Reporting cycle, therefore its category, 

use attainments, impairments, associated actions, and sources remain unchanged from the previous cycle. 
 

 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

-- 3 None   Unchanged 
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Black Point Pond (MA97-33) 
 

Location: Chilmark (includes channel connector to Tisbury Great Pond). 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.09 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

-- 3 None   Unchanged 
 

 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aquatic Life Use for Black Point Pond (MA97-33), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Black Point Pond (MA97-33); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Insufficient Information YES 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Black Point Pond (MA97-33): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 
this AU is 0.066 sq mi (72%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). The prohibited shellfish 
growing area represents 0.066 sq mi (72%). There is insufficient information available to assess the Shellfish Harvesting 
Use because the growing areas within this AU are classified as either entirely prohibited or a combination of approved 
and prohibited. Alert due to prohibited area >= 0.0001 sq mi. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V31.4 Crab Creek Prohibited 0.06598 72.3% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 
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Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Black Point Pond (MA97-33), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No Enterococci bacteria data are available to assess the Primary Contact Recreational Use for Black Point Pond (MA97-
33), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Black Point Pond (MA97-33): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications within this AU is 0.066 sq mi (72%). 

The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all shellfish growing area 

ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ǎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ нлнн 

using the shellfish classification data. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No Enterococci bacteria data are available to assess the Secondary Contact Recreational Use for Black Point Pond (MA97-
33), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Black Point Pond (MA97-33): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.066 sq mi (72%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ǎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 
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Caleb Pond (MA97-39) 
 

Location: Edgartown. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.06 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

-- 2 None   Unchanged 
 

 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aquatic Life Use for Caleb Pond (MA97-39), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Caleb Pond (MA97-39); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Caleb Pond (MA97-39): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU 
is 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The Shellfish Harvesting Use is 
assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 100% approved. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V19.1 Edgartown Inner Harbor Conditionally Approved 0.00000 0.0% 

V20.0 Katama Bay Approved 0.05565 88.6% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 
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2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Caleb Pond (MA97-39), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 0.0557 sq mi (89%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved, so the Primary Recreation Use for Caleb Pond (MA97-39) is assessed as Fully Supporting.  

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Caleb Pond (MA97-39): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 

AU is 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The Primary Contact 

Recreational Use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 

100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 0.0557 sq mi (89%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved, so the Secondary Recreation Use for Caleb Pond (MA97-39) is assessed as Fully Supporting. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Caleb Pond (MA97-39): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 

AU is 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0557 sq mi (89%). The Secondary Contact 

Recreational use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 

100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 
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Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08) 
 

Location: From the outlet of The Lagoon at Toms Neck, Edgartown to the confluence with 

Edgartown Harbor at the Cape Poge Gut, (excluding Shear Pen Pond and Pease Pond) 

Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 2.3 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

2 5 Estuarine Bioassessments   Added 
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Estuarine Bioassessments Source Unknown (N) X 
     

 

 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The MassDEP Eelgrass Mapping Project documented ~24% loss of eelgrass bed habitat in Cape Poge Bay between 1995 
and 2017. The Aquatic Life Use for Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08) is assessed as Not Supporting based on the loss of eelgrass 
bed habitat so an Estuarine Bioassessment impairment is being added. The former alert for some evidence of eelgrass 
bed habitat loss is no longer needed. 

 

Biological Monitoring Information 
 

Primary Producers Data 
Eelgrass analysis 1995-2017 for Cape Poge Bay MA97-08 (MassGIS 2018, MassDEP Undated 4): 
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The MassDEP Eelgrass Mapping Project documented an ~24% loss of eelgrass bed habitat in Cape Poge Bay between 1995 

and 2017.  

 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 
AU is 2.216 sq mi (97%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.216 sq mi (97%). The Shellfish Harvesting Use 
is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 100% approved. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 
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Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V13.0 Edgartown Outer Harbor Approved 0.00268 0.1% 

V18.0 Chappaquiddick Beach Approved 0.00004 0.0% 

V21.0 Cape Poge Bay Approved 2.21323 96.4% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 2.216 sq mi (97%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.216 sq mi (97%). The growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved, so the Primary Contact Recreation Use for Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08) will continue to be 
assessed as Fully Supporting.  

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 2.216 sq mi (97%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.216 sq mi (97%). The Primary Contact 

Recreational Use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 

100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 2.216 sq mi (97%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.216 sq mi (97%). The growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved, so the Secondary Contact Recreation Use for Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08) will continue to be 
assessed as Fully Supporting. 
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Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Cape Poge Bay (MA97-08): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 2.216 sq mi (97%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.216 sq mi (97%). The Secondary 

Contact Recreational use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 

classified as 100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 
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Chilmark Pond (MA97-05) 
 

Location: South of South Road including Wades Cove and Gilberts Cove, Chilmark, Martha's 

Vineyard. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.31 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

5 4a Enterococcus R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

5 4a Estuarine Bioassessments R1_MA_2020_3 Changed 

5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 

5 4a Nitrogen, Total R1_MA_2020_3 Changed 

5 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological Indicators R1_MA_2020_3 Changed 
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Enterococcus Source Unknown (N) 
    

X 
 

Estuarine Bioassessments Agriculture (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Fecal Coliform Source Unknown (N) 
  

X 
   

Nitrogen, Total Agriculture (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Agriculture (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Residential Districts (Y) X 
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Supporting Information for Removed Impairments 
2018/20 Removed 
Impairment Removal Reason Removal Comment 

Enterococcus TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Pathogen TMDL for the 
Islands Watershed (Report CN 254.1, approved 2020-05-20, 
ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_03) 

Fecal Coliform TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Pathogen TMDL for the 
Islands Watershed (Report CN 254.1, approved 2020-05-20, 
ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_03) 

Estuarine Bioassessments TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Chilmark Pond Estuarine 
System TMDL for Nitrogen (Total) (Report CN CN 451.1, 
approved 2019-11-26, ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_3) 

Nitrogen, Total TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Chilmark Pond Estuarine 
System TMDL for Nitrogen (Total) (Report CN CN 451.1, 
approved 2019-11-26, ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_3) 

Nutrient/Eutrophication 
Biological Indicators 

TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Chilmark Pond Estuarine 
System TMDL for Nitrogen (Total) (Report CN CN 451.1, 
approved 2019-11-26, ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_3) 

 

Recommendations 
2022 Recommendations 

ALU: Since diadromous fish passage limitations do occur at the barrier beach along Chilmark Pond (MA97-05), a well-
designed operation and management plan for breaching for fish passage and the health of the salt pond should be 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ 5aC ōƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ.  REC: The Enterococci impairment 
was first identified for Chilmark Pond (Primary Contact Recreational Use in the 2016 IR reporting cycle based on beach 
closures at the Lucy Vincent Beach in Chilmark (postings >10% during the 2010 through 2013 bathing seasons).  Testing is 
no longer being conducted in the pond (the ocean side of the Lucy Vincent Beach is being tested) so follow-up data 
gathering/sampling plan/sampling/source identification/corrective actions should be developed and implemented for 
Chilmark Pond. 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

According to DMF biologists, channel limitations from Chilmark Pond to the ocean on the south side of the island, was 
noted to provide adequate passage to diadromous fish. The passage score of "2" on a 0-10 scale (with 10 equating to no 
possible passage), indicates that the barrier is only a minor obstruction to the passage of the targeted fish species, river 
ƘŜǊǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άмέΦ No other data are available to assess the 
Aquatic Life Use for Chilmark Pond (MA97-05), so it will continue to be assessed as Not Supporting, with the impairments 
for Estuarine Bioassessments, Nitrogen, Total and Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological Indicators being carried forward. 

 

Biological Monitoring Information 
 

Habitat and Flow Data (anthropogenic alterations) 
MassDMF Status of Priority Diadromous Fish Passage Barriers. (Chase 2020) 
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Assessment Summary 

According to DMF biologists, channel limitations from Chilmark Pond to the ocean on the south side of the island, was 

noted to provide adequate passage to diadromous fish. This barrier was given a passage score of "2" on a 0-10 scale 

(with 10 equating to no possible passage), indicating that the barrier beach is only a minor obstruction to the passage 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŦƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƘŜǊǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άмέΦ 

Notes were made that operational guidelines are needed for the opening of a man-made channel at this location. 

 
 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Chilmark Pond (MA97-05); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting YES 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Chilmark Pond (MA97-05): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 
AU is 0.2674 sq mi (86%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). The prohibited shellfish growing 
area represents 0.2674 sq mi (86%). There is insufficient information available to assess the Shellfish Harvesting Use 
because the growing areas within this AU are classified as either entirely prohibited or a combination of approved and 
prohibited. Alert due to prohibited area >= 0.0001 sq mi. There is insufficient information available to delist the existing 
Fecal Coliform impairment, so the Shellfish Harvesting Use is evaluated as not supporting. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V32.0 Chilmark Pond Prohibited 0.26743 85.6% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Chilmark Pond (MA97-05), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No Enterococci bacteria data are available to assess the Primary Contact Recreational Use for Chilmark Pond (MA97-05), 
so it will continue to be assessed as Not Supporting with the Enterococcus impairment being carried forward. 
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Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Chilmark Pond (MA97-05): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.2674 sq mi (86%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ǎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No Enterococci bacteria data are available to assess the Secondary Contact Recreational Use for Chilmark Pond (MA97-
05), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Chilmark Pond (MA97-05): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.2674 sq mi (86%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ Contact Recreational Use cannot 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 
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Coskata Pond (MA97-03) 
 

Location: Pond north of Nantucket Harbor, Nantucket to confluence with Nantucket Harbor, 

Nantucket. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.08 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

-- 2 None   Unchanged 
 

 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aquatic Life Use for Coskata Pond (MA97-03), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Coskata Pond (MA97-03); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Coskata Pond (MA97-03): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 
AU is 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The Shellfish Harvesting 
Use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 100% approved. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

NT5.0 Nantucket Harbor Approved 0.00039 0.5% 

NT6.0 Coskata Pond Approved 0.06953 85.3% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 
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Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Coskata Pond (MA97-03), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 0.0699 sq mi (86%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved, so the Primary Contact Recreation Use for Coskata Pond (MA97-03) will continue to be 
assessed as Fully Supporting. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Coskata Pond (MA97-03): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The Primary 

Contact Recreational Use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 

classified as 100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 0.0699 sq mi (86%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved, so the Secondary Contact Recreation Use for Coskata Pond (MA97-03) will continue to be 
assessed as Fully Supporting. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Coskata Pond (MA97-03): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0.0699 sq mi (86%). The Secondary 

Contact Recreational use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 

classified as 100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 
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Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21) 
 

Location: Waters west of the channel connecting Cuttyhunk Pond to Cuttyhunk Harbor, Gosnold, 

Elizabeth Islands  (formerly reported as 1996 segment: 

Cuttyhunk Pond MA95-26). 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.15 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: ORW, SFO 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

5 4a Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 
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Fecal Coliform Source Unknown (N) 
  

X 
   

 

 

 

Supporting Information for Removed Impairments 
2018/20 Removed 
Impairment Removal Reason Removal Comment 

Fecal Coliform TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Pathogen TMDL for the 
Islands Watershed (Report CN 254.1, approved 2020-05-20, 
ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_03) 

 
 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 
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¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎ59t 9ŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŜŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ ōŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ /ǳǘǘȅƘǳƴƪ tƻƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ мффр 
to 2017 (from ~0.02 mi2 to ~0.08mi2, respectively), which is indicative of improved water quality conditions. The Buzzards 
Bay Coalition (BBC) staff/volunteers conducted discrete water quality monitoring in the surface waters of Cuttyhunk 
Pond, Gosnold (MA97-21) towards its west end (BBC_CI1), usually weekly (between the hours of 6 and 9am) in the 
summers of 2015-2019. The data were indicative of generally good conditions: maximum temperature 25.5oC (n=42) and 
most DO measurements were җ 6.0mg/L (minimum 4.5mg/L in July 2018 with all other measurements >5.0mg/L, n=26). 
The nutrient sampling efforts (ebb tides in July and August) documented a seasonal average total nitrogen concentration 
between 0.27-0.28mg/L (n=14, maximum measurement 0.36mg/L); the maximum Chlorophyll a was 7.07ug/L (n=20) on 
four occasions >5ug/L but never >10ug/L, and Secchi disk depth ranged from 1.4-2.8m. Ammonia-nitrogen 
concentrations were generally low (range 0.004 to 0.03mg/L, n=20), but TUs could not be calculated (lack of quality 
assured pH and salinity data availability).   
The Aquatic Life Use of Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21) will continue to be assessed as Fully Supporting based on a steady 
gain in eelgrass bed habitat from 1995 to 2017 and the water quality data collected by BBC staff/volunteers between 
2015 and 2019. 

 

Monitoring Stations 
 

Station 

Code Organization Type Water Body Station Description Latitude Longitude 

BBC_CI1 Buzzards Bay 

Coalition 

Water 

Quality 

Cuttyhunk 

Pond 

Cuttyhunk Pond, Gosnold 41.424552 -70.92869 

 
 

Biological Monitoring Information 
 

Primary Producers Data 
Eelgrass analysis 1995-2017 for Cuttyhunk Pond MA97-21 (MassGIS 2018, MassDEP Undated 4): 
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The MassDEP 9ŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŜŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ ōŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ /ǳǘǘȅƘǳƴƪ tƻƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ мффр ǘƻ 
2017 (from ~0.02 mi2 to ~0.08mi2, respectively), indicative of improved water quality conditions. 

 

Physico-chemical Water Quality Information 
 

DO, pH, Temperature 
Buzzards Bay Coalition Estuarine Discrete Dissolved Oxygen Data (2014-2019). (BBC 2021) (MassDEP Undated 2)  
[DO was measured at a ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ../ ŀǎ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έΦ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ŀǘ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ 

presented in this table] 

Station 

Code 

Start 

Date End Date 

Average Sample 

Depth (m) 

DO 

Count  

DO Min 

(mg/L) 

DO Avg 

(mg/L) 

% Meas. 

<6.0 

% Meas. 

<5.0 

% Meas. 

<4.0 

BBC_CI1 06/11/15 09/27/15 0.2 9 6.5 7.6 0 0 0 

BBC_CI1 06/16/16 09/10/16 0.2 5 6.0 6.7 0 0 0 

BBC_CI1 06/29/17 08/25/17 0.2 4 6.5 7.1 0 0 0 

BBC_CI1 06/11/18 08/07/18 0.2 4 4.5 5.6 50 25 0 

BBC_CI1 06/25/19 09/04/19 0.2 4 6.0 6.9 0 0 0 

 
Buzzards Bay Coalition Discrete Estuarine Temperature Data (2014-2018). (BBC 2021) (MassDEP Undated 2) 
[Temperature was measured at a variety of depths originaƭƭȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ../ ŀǎ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έΦ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ŀǘ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έ ŦƻǊ 

each year are presented in this table. Summer Index is June 1 ς Sept 15] 

Station 
Code 

Start 
Date 

End 
Date 

Average 
Sample 
Depth 

(m) 
Temp 
Count 

Index 
Count 

Temp 
Max (°C) 

Temp 
Avg (°C) 

Count 
>29.4  

BBC_CI1 06/11/15 09/27/15 0.2 13 11 25.0 21.8 0 

BBC_CI1 06/16/16 09/10/16 0.2 9 9 25.5 21.9 0 

BBC_CI1 06/29/17 08/25/17 0.2 8 8 22.2 20.5 0 

BBC_CI1 06/11/18 08/21/18 0.2 6 6 23.4 18.9 0 

BBC_CI1 06/25/19 09/04/19 0.2 8 8 24.5 21.7 0 

 
 

Nutrients (Primary Producer Screening, Physico-chemical Screening) 
Buzzards Bay Coalition Estuarine Nutrient Enrichment Indicator Data (2014-2019). (BBC 2021) (MassDEP Undated 2) 
[{ŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ../ ŀǎ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έΦ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ŀǘ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έ ŦƻǊ 

each year are presented in this table. Summer seasonal total nitrogen data collected May-Sept] 
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BBC_CI1 2015 0.2 3 0.25 0.30 0.27 4 1.87 5.74 4.07 2 0 

BBC_CI1 2016 0.2 3 0.23 0.36 0.28 4 1.55 7.07 3.47 3 0 

BBC_CI1 2017 0.2 2 0.24 0.32 0.28 4 1.41 3.32 2.32 4 0 

BBC_CI1 2018 0.2 4 0.19 0.35 0.28 4 1.86 5.26 3.34 3 0 

BBC_CI1 2019 0.2 2 0.24 0.29 0.27 4 1.06 2.98 2.20 4 0 

 
Buzzards Bay Coalition Secchi Disk Depth Data (2014-2019). (BBC 2021) (MassDEP Undated 2) 
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Station Code Start Date End Date 

Secchi disk 

depth Count  

Secchi disk 

depth Min 

(m) 

Secchi disk 

depth Max 

(m) 

Secchi disk 

depth Avg 

(m)  

BBC_CI1 07/06/17 08/17/17 3 2.5 2.8 2.6 

BBC_CI1 07/24/18 07/24/18 1 2.5 2.5 2.5 

BBC_CI1 07/11/19 08/15/19 5 1.4 2.6 1.9 

 
 

Toxics and other pollutants (metals, ammonia, chlorine) 
Buzzards Bay Coalition Ammonia-Nitrogen Data (2014-2019). (BBC 2021) (MassDEP Undated 2)                                         
{ŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ../ ŀǎ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έΦ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ŀǘ ά{έ ŀƴŘ ά5έ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 

year are presented in this table. 

Station 

Code 

Start 

Date End Date 

Average Sample 

Depth (m) 

NH3 

Count 

NH3 Min 

(mg/L) 

NH3 Max 

(mg/L) 

NH3 Avg 

(mg/L) 

BBC_CI1 07/13/15 08/25/15 0.2 4 0.011 0.031 0.019 

BBC_CI1 07/05/16 08/15/16 0.2 4 0.005 0.019 0.011 

BBC_CI1 07/06/17 08/17/17 0.2 4 0.004 0.017 0.009 

BBC_CI1 07/10/18 08/21/18 0.2 4 0.004 0.024 0.012 

BBC_CI1 07/11/19 08/15/19 0.2 4 0.004 0.017 0.009 

 
 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting YES 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 
this AU is 0.1492 sq mi (98%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). The Shellfish Harvesting Use 
is assessed as not supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is < 100% approved. Based on the 
new growing area classifications and the prior classifications, the existing fecal coliform impairment is being retained. 
Alert due to prohibited area >= 0.0001 sq mi. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

E9.1 Cuttyhunk Pond Prohibited 0.01283 8.4% 

E9.2 Cuttyhunk Pond Conditionally Approved 0.13636 89.2% 
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Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the Primary Contact Recreational Use for Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21), so it is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.1492 sq mi (98%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ontact Recreational Use cannot 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the Secondary Contact Recreational Use for Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21), so it is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Cuttyhunk Pond (MA97-21): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 

this AU is 0.1492 sq mi (98%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ Contact Recreational Use cannot 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 
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Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17) 
 

Location: excluding Jacobs Pond (PALIS# 97038) Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 1.35 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

4a 4a Estuarine Bioassessments 64380 Unchanged 

4a 4a Nitrogen, Total 64380 Unchanged 

4a 4a Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological Indicators 64380 Unchanged 
 

 

Impairment Source (Confirmed Y/N) F
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Estuarine Bioassessments Agriculture (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Agriculture (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Agriculture (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Residential Districts (Y) X 
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Recommendations 
2022 Recommendations 

ALU: While diadromous fish passage limitations do occur at the barrier beach along Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17), a 
well-designed operation and management plan for breaching for fish passage and the health of the salt pond should be 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ 5aC ōƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΦ 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

According to DMF biologists, there are channel limitations between Edgartown Great Pond and the ocean on the south 
side of aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ in Edgartown that limits the passage of diadromous fish. The passage score of "5" on a 0-10 
scale (with 10 equating to no possible passage), indicates that the barrier beach restricts the passage of the targeted fish 
species, river herring and white perchΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άпέΦ bƻǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Town currently breaches the barrier beach at the outlet under permit three to five times per year, to allow for fish 
passage.  
The Aquatic Life Use for Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17) will continue to be assessed as Not Supporting with the 
impairments for Estuarine Bioassessments, Nitrogen, Total, and Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological Indicators being 
carried forward. While diadromous fish passage limitations do occur at the barrier beach, an impairment decision is not 
being made because it is considered natural. Recommendations for managing passage (well-designed operation and 
management plans for breaching that plan for fish passage and the health of the salt pond) should be developed with 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ DMF biologists.  

 

Biological Monitoring Information 
 

Habitat and Flow Data (anthropogenic alterations) 
MassDMF Status of Priority Diadromous Fish Passage Barriers. (Chase 2020) 

Assessment Summary 

According to DMF biologists, there are channel limitations between Edgartown Great Pond and the ocean on the 

south side of aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ƛƴ 9ŘƎŀǊǘƻǿƴ that limits the passage of diadromous fish. The passage score of "5" on 

a 0-10 scale (with 10 equating to no possible passage), indicates that the barrier beach restricts the passage of the 

targŜǘŜŘ ŦƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƘŜǊǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άпέΦ bƻǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

made that the Town currently breaches the barrier beach at the outlet under permit 3-5 times per year, to allow for 

fish passage. Recommendations for managing passage (well-designed operation and management plans for breaching 

ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǎƘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ ǇƻƴŘύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

Resource Manager staff and DMF biologists. 

 
 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Edgartown Pond (MA97-17); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 
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Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 
within this AU is 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The Shellfish 
Harvesting Use will continue to be assessed as Fully Supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 
classified as 100% approved. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V26.0 Edgartown Great Pond Approved 1.12311 82.9% 

V26.1 Slough Cove Approved 0.05116 3.8% 

V26.2 Turkeyland Cove Approved 0.13420 9.9% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17), so it is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 1.3085 sq mi (97%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The Shellfish Harvesting Use is assessed as fully 
supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 100% approved, so the Primary Contact 
Recreation Use for Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17) will continue to be assessed as Fully Supporting. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

within this AU is 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The Primary 

Contact Recreational Use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is 

classified as 100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 
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2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU is 1.3085 sq mi (97%). 
The approved shellfish growing area represents 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The Shellfish Harvesting Use is assessed as fully 
supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is classified as 100% approved, so the Secondary 
Contact Recreation Use for Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17) will continue to be assessed as Fully Supporting. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Edgartown Great Pond (MA97-17): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

within this AU is 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 1.3085 sq mi (97%). The 

Secondary Contact Recreational use is assessed as fully supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU 

area) is classified as 100% approved, unless other data are available that contradict this use attainment decision. 
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Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15) 
 

Location: Waters west of Cape Poge Gut bounded by an imaginary line drawn from Chappaquiddick 

Point to Dock Street and northeasterly from the end of Plantingfield Way to Cape Poge 

Elbow (excluding Eel Pond), Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 3.09 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

5 5 Estuarine Bioassessments   Added 

5 5 Fecal Coliform R1_MA_2020_03 Changed 
 

 

Impairment Source (Confirmed Y/N) F
is

h
, 

o
th

e
r 

A
q
u
a

ti
c 

L
ife

 a
n
d
 W

ild
lif

e 

F
is

h
 C

o
n
su

m
p
tio

n 

S
h
e

llf
is

h
 H

a
rv

e
st

in
g 

A
e

st
h
e

tic
 

P
ri
m

a
ry

 C
o
n
ta

ct
 

R
e

cr
e

a
tio

n 

S
e

co
n
d
a

ry
 C

o
n
ta

ct
 

R
e

cr
e

a
tio

n 

Estuarine Bioassessments Source Unknown (N) X 
     

Fecal Coliform Source Unknown (N) 
  

X 
   

 

 

 

Supporting Information for Removed Impairments 
2018/20 Removed 
Impairment Removal Reason Removal Comment 

Fecal Coliform TMDL Approved or 
established by EPA (4a) 

Impairment covered under TMDL: Final Pathogen TMDL for the 
Islands Watershed (Report CN 254.1, approved 2020-05-20, 
ATTAINS Action ID: R1_MA_2020_03) 

 
 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The aŀǎǎ59t 9ŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ Ϥпн҈ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŜŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ ōŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ 9ŘƎŀǊǘƻǿƴ IŀǊōƻǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
1995-2017. The Aquatic Life Use for Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15) is assessed as Not Supporting based on the loss of 
eelgrass bed habitat so an Estuarine Bioassessment impairment is being added. The former alert for some evidence of 
eelgrass bed habitat loss along deeper water edges is no longer needed. 

 

Biological Monitoring Information 
 

Primary Producers Data 
Eelgrass analysis 1995-2017 for Edgartown Harbor MA97-15 (MassGIS 2018, MassDEP Undated 4): 
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 [Note 100% loss documented in 2007, but this is likely to correspond to a time when no mapping was done in this AU.] 

 

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎ59t 9ŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ Ϥпн҈ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŜŜƭƎǊŀǎǎ ōŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ 9ŘƎŀǊǘƻǿƴ IŀǊōƻǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
1995-2017.  
 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is 
Not Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within 
this AU is 3.0546 sq mi (99%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.9938 sq mi (97%). The Shellfish 
Harvesting Use is assessed as not supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is < 100% approved. 
Based on the new growing area classifications and the prior classifications, the existing fecal coliform impairment is being 
retained. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 
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Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V13.0 Edgartown Outer Harbor Approved 1.73853 56.3% 

V17.0 Eel Pond Conditionally Approved 0.01750 0.6% 

V18.0 Chappaquiddick Beach Approved 1.25456 40.6% 

V19.1 Edgartown Inner Harbor Conditionally Approved 0.04333 1.4% 

V21.0 Cape Poge Bay Approved 0.00070 0.0% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Three Edgartown beaches (Fuller Street (ID 2806), Chappy Point (ID 2809) & Chappy Beach Club (ID 2810)) were almost 
never posted for swimming between 2014 and 2019.  The Primary Contact Recreational Use for Edgartown Harbor 
(MA97-15) will continue to be assessed as Fully Supporting, since there were few, if any, swimming advisory postings at 
the Fuller Street, Chappy Point & Chappy Beach Club Beaches between 2014 and 2019. 

 

Beach Postings 
MassDPH Beach Posting Data Summary (% Bathing Season Posted 2014-2019) (Bailey, Logan Feb. 2, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 2) 

Beach 

ID Beach Name/Town 

Left 

Boundary 

(Latitude) 

Left 

Boundary 

(Longitude) 

Right 

Boundary 

(Latitude) 

Right 

Boundary 

(Longitude) 2
0

1
4 

2
0

1
5 

2
0

1
6 

2
0

1
7 

2
0

1
8 

2
0

1
9 

#
 y

e
a

rs
>

 1
0

% 

2806 Fuller 

Street/Edgartown 

41.39714 -70.50600 41.39463 -70.50440 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0 

2809 Chappy Point 

Beach/Edgartown 

41.38871 -70.50830 41.38876 -70.50620 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0 

2810 Chappy Beach 

Club/Edgartown 

41.38707 -70.50380 41.38603 -70.50200 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0 

 
 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

within this AU is 3.0546 sq mi (99%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.9938 sq mi (97%). Because the 

ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛmary Contact Recreational 

Use cannot be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 
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Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Fully Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Three Edgartown beaches (Fuller Street (ID 2806), Chappy Point (ID 2809) & Chappy Beach Club (ID 2810)) were 
infrequently posted for swimming between 2014 and 2019.  The Secondary Contact Recreational Use for Edgartown 
Harbor (MA97-15) will continue to be assessed as Fully Supporting, since there were few if any swimming advisory 
postings at the Fuller Street, Chappy Point & Chappy Beach Club Beaches between 2014 and 2019. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Edgartown Harbor (MA97-15): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

within this AU is 3.0546 sq mi (99%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 2.9938 sq mi (97%). Because the 

total of all shellfish growing area classifications is anything leǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Use cannot be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 
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Farm Pond (MA97-30) 
 

Location: Oak Bluffs. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.05 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

4a 5 Dissolved Oxygen 64662 Unchanged 

4a 5 Estuarine Bioassessments 64662 Unchanged 

4a 5 Fecal Coliform   Added 

4a 5 Nitrogen, Total 64662 Unchanged 

4a 5 Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological Indicators 64662 Unchanged 
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Dissolved Oxygen Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Dissolved Oxygen Landfills (Y) X 
     

Dissolved Oxygen Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
     

Dissolved Oxygen On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Dissolved Oxygen Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Landfills (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Estuarine Bioassessments Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Fecal Coliform Source Unknown (N) 
  

X 
   

Nitrogen, Total Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Landfills (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
     

Nitrogen, Total On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Nitrogen, Total Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Impervious Surface/Parking Lot Runoff (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Landfills (Y) X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Municipal Point Source Discharges (Y) X 
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Impairment Source (Confirmed Y/N) F
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Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

On-site Treatment Systems (Septic 

Systems and Similar Decentralized 

Systems) (Y) 

X 
     

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological 

Indicators 

Residential Districts (Y) X 
     

 

 

 

Recommendations 
2022 Recommendations 

ALU: Continue to monitor eelgrass bed habitat, dissolved oxygen and nutrient enrichment indicators, to evaluate 
whether or not improvement is continuing, as suggested by recent indication of eelgrass bed growth. 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

The MassDEP Eelgrass Mapping Program documented no eelgrass bed habitat in Farm Pond in 1995, however during the 
2015-2017 surveys an area of approximately 0.004sq miles was documented in the south basin. This data, in effect, 
suggests a 100% gain of eelgrass bed habitat in Farm Pond between 1995-2017. Despite the apparent improvement in 
eelgrass bed habitat there are no other data available to assess the Aquatic Life Use for Farm Pond (MA97-30), so it will 
continue to be assessed as Not Supporting, with the impairments for Dissolved Oxygen, Estuarine Bioassessments, 
Nitrogen, Total and Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological Indicators being carried forward. Recommendations will be made 
to collect additional water quality and biological monitoring data in Farm Pond, to confirm if the improvement trend 
continues. 

 

Biological Monitoring Information 
 

Primary Producers Data 
Eelgrass analysis 1995-2017 for Farm Pond MA97-30 (MassGIS 2018, MassDEP Undated 4): 
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The MassDEP Eelgrass Mapping Project documented an ~100% gain of eelgrass bed habitat in Farm Pond between 1995-

2017. 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No fish toxics monitoring has been conducted in Farm Pond (MA97-30); therefore, the Fish Consumption Use is Not 
Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Harvesting 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting YES 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Farm Pond (MA97-30): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this AU 
is 0.0497 sq mi (94%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). The Shellfish Harvesting Use is 
assessed as Not Supporting because the growing area (normalized to the AU area) is < 100% approved. Based on the new 
growing area classifications, a fecal coliform impairment is being added. Alert due to prohibited area >= 0.0001 sq mi 
carried forward. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDFG-Division of Marine Fisheries Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) (MassDEP 

Undated 5) 

Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V15.0 Farm Pond Conditionally Approved 0.04648 87.6% 
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Area Name Waterbody/Area Description Classification Area (Sq. Mi.) Area (% of AU) 

V15.1 Farm Pond, East Prohibited 0.00327 6.2% 

 
 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Farm Pond (MA97-30), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No Enterococci bacteria data are available to assess the Primary Contact Recreational Use for Farm Pond (MA97-30), so it 
is Not Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Farm Pond (MA97-30): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 

AU is 0.0497 sq mi (94%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

shellfƛǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ǎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 

 
 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No Enterococci bacteria data are available to assess the Secondary Contact Recreational Use for Farm Pond (MA97-30), 
so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Shellfish Growing Area Classifications 
MassDEP Summary Statement for MassDFG Shellfish Growing Area Classification Data (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) 

(MassDEP Undated 5) 

Summary 

Farm Pond (MA97-30): The total of all shellfish growing area classifications (Bettencourt August 25, 2021) within this 

AU is 0.0497 sq mi (94%). The approved shellfish growing area represents 0 sq mi (0%). Because the total of all 

shellfish growing area classifications is anything ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘέΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ǎŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

be assessed for 2022 using the shellfish classification data. 
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Gibbs Pond (MA97028) 
 

Location: Nantucket. 

AU Type: FRESHWATER LAKE 

AU Size: 34 ACRES 

Classification/Qualifier: B 

 
 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

4a 4a Mercury in Fish Tissue 33880 Unchanged 
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Mercury in Fish Tissue Atmospheric Deposition - Toxics (Y) 
 

X 
   

Mercury in Fish Tissue Source Unknown (N) 
 

X 
   

 

 

 

Recommendations 
2022 Recommendations 

ALU: Conduct additional Total Phosphorus sampling as well as Secchi disk depth and Chlorophyll a, to better evaluate the 
nature and extent of possible nutrient enrichment impairments for Gibbs Pond (MA97028). 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed YES 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No recent data are available to assess the status of the Aquatic Life Use for Gibbs Pond (MA97028), so it is Not Assessed. 
The Alert for concerns related to elevated total phosphorus in September 2000 (Connors 2003) is being carried forward. 

 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

MassDEP biologists conducted fish toxics sampling at Gibbs Pond in October 2019 at the recommendation of the Inter-
agency Fish Toxics Committee. Edible fillets were analyzed for the presence of mercury, arsenic, cadmium, and selenium. 
Since no change to the prior site-specific mercury advisory was made, the Fish Consumption Use for Gibbs Pond 
(MA97028) will continue to be assessed as Not Supporting for Mercury in Fish Tissue. MA DPH recommends that Children 
younger than 12 years, pregnant women and nursing mothers should not consume any fish from Gibbs Pond and the 
general public should limit consumption of all fish from Gibbs Pond to two meals per month. 
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MassDEP fish toxics sampling information (2018-2020) and MassDPH Fish Consumption Advisory information (2019-

2021) (MassDPH 2021, MassDEP 2019, Davis July 21, 2021).  

 

MassDEP biologists conducted fish toxics sampling at Gibbs Pond in October 2019 at the recommendation of the Inter-

agency Fish Toxics Committee. Edible fillets were analyzed for the presence of mercury, arsenic, cadmium, and selenium. 

Since no change to the prior site-specific mercury advisory was made, the Fish Consumption Use for Gibbs Pond (MA97028) 

will continue to be assessed as Not Supporting. 

 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aesthetic Use for Gibbs Pond (MA97028), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Primary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the Primary Contact Recreational Use for Gibbs Pond (MA97028), so it is Not Assessed. 

 

Secondary Contact Recreation 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the Secondary Contact Recreational Use for Gibbs Pond (MA97028), so it is Not Assessed. 
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Great Point Pond (MA97-04) 
 

Location: On Great Point, Nantucket. 

AU Type: ESTUARY 

AU Size: 0.01 SQUARE MILES 

Classification/Qualifier: SA: SFO 

 
 

No usable data were available for Great Point Pond (MA97-04) for the 2022 Integrated Reporting cycle, therefore its 

category, use attainments, impairments, associated actions, and sources remain unchanged from the previous cycle. 
 

 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

-- 3 None   Unchanged 
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Head of Hummock Pond (MA97035) 
 

Location: Nantucket. 

AU Type: FRESHWATER LAKE 

AU Size: 16 ACRES 

Classification/Qualifier: B 

 
 

 

2018/20 AU 

Category 

2022 AU 

Category Impairment ATTAINS Action ID 

Impairment 

Change 

Summary 

5 5 Harmful Algal Blooms   Unchanged 
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Harmful Algal Blooms Source Unknown (N) 
  

X X X 
 

 

 

Designated Use Attainment Decisions 
 

Fish, other Aquatic Life and Wildlife 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

No data are available to assess the status of the Aquatic Life Use for Head of Hummock Pond (MA97035), so it is Not 
Assessed.  

 

Fish Consumption 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Assessed NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

Although fish toxics sampling was conducted in Head of Hummock Pond (MA97035) in 2000, since no site-specific 
advisory has been issued the Fish Consumption Use for Head of Hummock Pond is Not Assessed. 

 

Aesthetic 
2022 Use Attainment Alert 

Not Supporting NO 

2022 Use Attainment Summary 

C-HAB postings for Hummock Pond (Head of Hummock Pond) (MA97035) were reported to MA DPH for 4 days in 2016, 
37 days in 2017, and 110 days in 2018 (not issued or confirmed based on samples).  
The Aesthetics Use for Head of Hummock Pond will continue to be assessed as Not Supporting since blooms >20 days in 
duration were reported in two recent years, so the Harmful Algal Blooms impairment is being carried forward. 

 




































































































































































































































































































